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A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF CHILEAN LICHENOLOGY 
BIBLIOGRAFIA DE L1QUENOLOG1A DE CHILE 

David J. Galloway* and Clodomiro Marticorena** 


ABSTRACT 

A bibliography of Chilean lichenology is presented, compri¬ 
sing 662 entries spanning the period 1787 1991. This list 
includes books and papers dealing with Chilean lichens in the 
widest sense including bibliography, chemistry, ecology, 
distribution, physiology and taxonomy. 


INTRODUCTION 

Chile, situated on the Pacific coast of South 
America, is a long, narrow country stretching 
4350 km southwards from latitude 17° 30’S to 
Cape Horn at 56°S. It is bonded by Peru and 
Bolivia to the north, by Argentina on its long: 
eastern border, and to the west by the Pacific 
Ocean. Chile has sovereignty over Easter Island 
and the Juan Fernandez Archipelago in the 
South Pacific Ocean and also has Antarctic 
territory between 53° and 90°W. The country is 
dominated by the Andean cordillera which forms 
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RESUMEN 

Se presenta una bibliografia de liquenologja chilena, inclu- 
yendo 662 referencias desde 1787 hasla 1991. Este calalogo 
incluye, en un sentido muy amplio, libros y arliculos sobre 
bibliografia, quimica, ecologia, distribucidn, fisiologia y taxo- 
nomia de Iiquenes chilenos. 
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its entire eastern margin, the highest point 
reaching to 6880m (Ojos del Salado). Subject to 
the influence of winds, storms and ocean 
currents, as well as to violent tectonic activity 
related to the presence of active plate margins 
along the floor of the Pacific Ocean, and to 
volcanic eruptions, Chile is a land of climatic and 
geographic extremes. Thus, coastal rocks and 
cliffs, hot deserts in the north and cold deserts in 
Antarctica, alpine barrens, lava fields, grassland, 
scrub, rainforest, Magellanic tundra, urban and 
agricultural landscapes, parks, gardens and 
plantations all provide a rich diversity of 
microclimate and microhabitat for the growth of 
lichens. 

Not surprisingly, Chile has one of the most 
diverse and in places in terms of sheer biomass, 
one of the most richly developed lichen floras in 
the world, but one which is alas, all too poorly 
known. 

Documentation of this rich and varied 
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lichen flora began in the 18th century after visits 
of British and French navigators who used Cape 
Horn or the Straits of Magellan as their entry for 
explorations in the Pacific Ocean. In the ensuing 
200 years, many different investigations on 
Chilean lichens have been undertaken although 
recent accounts of regional lichen floras of the 
world (Hawksworth 1977, Hawksworth & Ahti 
1990) give scant regard to these with the most 
recent compilation detailing only 11 papers 
(Hawksworth & Ahti 1990: 60-61). The present 
bibliography takes a wider view and includes 
details of bibliographical, chemical, ecological, 
distributional, physiological and taxonomic 
studies on lichens from Chile. It is recognised 
that this bibliography is likely to be incomplete, 
but in anticipation of renewed interest in the 
lichens of Chile, and as a forerunner to a 
checklist of Chilean lichens, and ot a detailed 
Chilean lichen flora currently in preparation, it is 
presented here and comprises 662 entries 
spanning the period 1787-1991. 
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